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Abstract

This research project on “The Development of Management and
Network of Buddhist Organizations in Thailand” comprises 4 main objectives:
1) to critically survey the application of Buddhist teachings and knowledge of
Sangha and Buddhist organizations in Thailand; 2) to explore the variance of
approaches and processes in the management of Sangha and Buddhist
organizations in Thailand; 3) to investigate the possibilities for the
improvement of livelihood and learning environments of the Sangha in
Thailand and lastly 4) to enhance the capacity of network building and the

management of Sangha and Buddhist organizations in Thailand.

The study employs documentary and qualitative research techniques
in the examination of 5 main groups of Sangha and Buddhist organizations in
Thailand. These are key actors in shaping country’s education development,
livelihood improvement, the application of Buddhist teaching in strengthening
individuals and societal capacity as well as the preservation and
dissemination of Dharma in contemporary Thailand. The research uses
purposive sampling technique to select key informants from 5 nationwide
groups consisting of 1) Sangha and Buddhist organizations with fundamental
focus on the dissemination of Dharma and religious practices for intellectual
and spiritual improvements; 2) monks and Buddhist groups working on social
and livelihood development; 3) new Buddhist movement deploying
technologies and communication strategies to promote the access of Dharma
in everyday lives; 4) monks and Buddhist groups emphasizing on education
provision and development and lastly 5) Sangha and Buddhist groups in the

administrative line of monastic governing body.
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The research found that Sangha, leading Buddhist monks and
organizations in Thailand have played very crucial roles in the dissemination
of Dharma and the development of society in accordance with the essence
of Buddhist teaching. Despite the variety of approaches employed—
educational, social, moral, and practical focused—by and large, these
Buddhist monks and organizations have provided baseline opportunities and
tools for individuals and society to be able to learn from the very
fundamentals to the reach point where appropriate behaviors is possible.
This has lead to the spiritual and intellectual development of individuals

which, in turn, allows secured and peaceful living in a better society.

The canonical aspects of Buddhist Dharma employed in the
improvement of individuals and society consists of the teachings on the
fundamental truth of life and the moral framework for individuals to be able
to live together in a caring society. Such teachings are also integrated well
with local and international wisdoms as well as connected with the
multiplicity of people’s ways of life to enhance the creativity and capacity in
promoting Buddhism, cultures, traditions, and happiness of a wider society. At
the same time, the Sangha has also continuously learned to adapt and
improve itself especially on its human resource within the context of
integrating of Dharma in a changing society. The worldly achievement is for
refined livelihood—physically, religiously, and intellectually—in accordance
with Dharma teaching while the transcendental achievement is for the
holistic betterment of individuals and the recognition of basic truth of lives
and living.

On the aspect of network building for the societal learning and
accessing of Dharma, the research found that the monastic and profane
networks have prospered from the persevering interactions between internal
organizations of Sangha as well as with other actors in the wider society. The
external, secular actors involves public sector, civil society, as well as private
sectors which has recurrently worked together with religious organizations in

exchanging resources, sharing lessons learned, assisting in different capacity,
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as well as socially reenforcing each others in promoting Buddhism along with

social development.

The study suggests that there are 3 main approaches in strengthening
the capacity and effectiveness of Buddhist organizations in Thailand. First,
canonical based approach primarily to dissemination of Dharma for the
improvement of individual’s mind and society. Second, Sangha administrative
approach to provide a stable platform for the promotion of monastic unity
and integrity. Lastly, spatial and networking approach for organizational and
social development. The last approach can be achieved through different
means and resources based on the principles, objectives, duties, structures,
and identities of the organizations. However, each Buddhist organization
should consider embracing modern wisdoms and technologies to support

and enhance the religious missions it aims for.

The study also shows that factors underpinning the effectiveness of
Buddhist organizations and the achievement of Sangha are varied ranging
from internal, external to individual factors of particular monks. These consist,
but not limited to, the comprehension of basic knowledge in Dharma and
Buddhist disciplines; the appropriateness of organizational management
mechanism and system, the adaptation and reflection of Buddhist
organizations on the changing conditions of the society as well the
construction of knowledge and practices based on intellect and compassion.
The study argues that decisive factors in promoting Buddhist organizations
and management to accomplish their missions and fulfill their crucial
function in the society thus lie in the continuity of learning and practicing of
Buddhist teaching, the incorporation of international and local wisdoms, as
well as the placement of the organizations in the wider and multiple social
spaces that allows the integration of Dharma into improvement spiritual and

intellectual of distinctive individuals in everyday living.
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